
moving forwards.



Welcome to the University of  
Teacher Education Lucerne (PH Luzern),  
the centre for teacher training,  
pedagogy and didactics, located in  
the middle of the university hub  
of central Switzerland.



PH Luzern – a university  
for educators at all levels

PH Luzern is fully at the service of schools and 

education. Its empirical approach to training 

and further education, research, development, 

documentation and consulting is dedicated to 

addressing the needs of practitioners. PH Lu-

zern prepares educators for the major chal-

lenges they will face and provides them with 

individual opportunities to develop in the pro-

fession.

Teachers are there to support children and young people 
to become independent and responsible individuals. They 
are responsible for creating a stimulating environment 
and influencing the personal development and learning 
behaviours of children and young adults. Furthermore, 
they need to be skilled in working in teams and dedicated 
to approaching all education partners – students, parents, 
experts and the authorities – with a sense of commitment 
and without bias.

For teachers to become effective and excel in their field, 
it is essential to undergo sound professional training that 
is closely linked to practice and includes the full range 
of further education and consultancy. PH Luzern is fully 
committed to living up to all of these demands. As a uni-
versity, it

3  bridges the divide between theory and practice by 
getting students to complete a significant part of their 
studies out in the field under the supervision of experi-
enced teachers and tutors;

3  identifies the strengths of students and helps them to 
develop their individual profiles;

3  makes an important contribution to the professional 
and individual development of teachers and educators 
through further education programmes and advice;

3  conducts research for the benefit of teachers and 
schools and provides stimuli for further developments 
in the field of education;

3  has access to a comprehensive knowledge base, which 
provides a solid foundation for best practice.



University environment – in the  
middle of Lucerne, a unique city known  
for its natural beauty and culture

PH Luzern is one of the principal teacher educa-

tion universities of Switzerland – large enough 

to offer well diversified programmes, small 

enough to allow for personal contact.

The University of Teacher Education Lucerne offers re-
search-based programmes to teachers at all levels and sup-
ports them in their careers by providing further education 
and supplementary courses. Furthermore, it fosters the 
production and transfer of knowledge by means of applied 
research and development projects, and it provides com-
prehensive educational services for central Switzerland.

It all started in 2003
In terms of student numbers, PH Luzern is among the top 
five of the fourteen universities of teacher education in 
Switzerland. The first students took up their studies in 
2003. Today, PH Luzern has more than 1,500 students, 
and approximately 6,000 teachers and educators attend 
its further education courses each year. It has around 500 
employees, be it as lecturers, mentors, researchers, ad-
ministrators or technical staff. PH Luzern was a part of 
the University of Teacher Education of Central Switzerland 
(PHZ) until the summer of 2013. It has been under the sole 
governance of the Canton of Lucerne since 1 August 2013.

Broadly diversified cooperation
PH Luzern maintains close ties with cooperating partners 
and schools offering internships in central Switzerland, 
with over 2,000 teachers who currently supervise its in-
terns. In addition, PH Luzern is linked with universities of 
applied sciences and other universities through coopera-
tion projects and exchange programmes at national and 
international levels. It currently has agreements with 40 
partner institutes worldwide and with numerous coopera-
tion partners in Switzerland.

Campus Lucerne
PH Luzern is part of Campus Lucerne, a network that also 
includes Lucerne University of Applied Sciences and Arts 
(five departments) and University of Lucerne. Campus Lu-
cerne has not only a diversified range of training, further 
education programmes and interdisciplinary courses, it 
also offers a well-developed sport programme, cultural 
events, a daycare centre and a counselling centre. PH Lu-
zern and University of Lucerne share the same building, 
situated directly next to the railway station, that offers 
modern facilities, a university library and various working 
environments for students.

PH Luzern is located in the middle of the beautiful city of 
Lucerne. As a centre of culture and natural beauty, Lucer-
ne offers a wide range of cultural events, sport opportuni-
ties, sightseeing trips, excursions and museums visits, and 
lies within easy reach of the lakes, forests and mountains 
in the area.



PH Luzern initiates, realises 
and supports a wide  
range of programmes and 
projects – also in coopera- 
tion with its partners –  
for the benefit of schools. 
Many of them are unique, 
making PH Luzern what it is 
today: a university with  
an independent profile and  
a reputation that extends  
far beyond the region.



International Human  
Rights Forum

An international convention with hundreds 
of participants – organised by students.

The International Human Rights Forum Lucerne 
(IHRF) is a bi-annual international convention 
that examines current human rights issues. The 
convention is hosted by the Centre of Human 
Rights Education of PH Luzern. A special aspect of 
the convention: The IHRF team comprises appro-
ximately 30 students of PH Luzern, Lucerne Uni-
versity of Applied Sciences and Arts and Universi-
ty of Lucerne, who organise and host the two-day 
convention, primarily as volunteers. In doing so, 
they are coached by IHRF managers and experts, 
enabling them to acquire additional skills in the 
field as well as in organising and administering 
events.

www.ihrf.phlu.ch

Bilingual offers

Students benefit from immersive educa-
tional programmes.

PH Luzern has a range of immersive offers. Further-
more, there are plans for a bilingual curriculum 
so that students can learn in English and German 
if they enrol in a certain combination of courses. 
This means they will be able not only to develop 
their language skills but also to plan bilingual les- 
sons on their own. The certificate courses offered 
by the further education department in ”bilingual 
instruction for public schools and vocational trai-
ning” are designed for participants to acquire ad-
ditional theoretical knowledge and applied skills 
for bilingual teaching, enabling them to integrate 
bilingual units in their lessons.

www.ausb.phlu.ch and www.wb.phlu.ch





Research-based programmes  
for practitioners

The programmes of PH Luzern are closely 

linked to empirical research and rely strongly 

on the professional experience of successful 

teachers as mentors.

The curriculum of PH Luzern creates a bridge between theo- 
retical knowledge and practice. To this end, students can 
count on the support of teams of professionals: they will 
receive specialised training that prepares them for teaching 
a particular subject, and they will benefit from the know-
ledge transfer within the educational and social sciences 
as it relates to learning, education and development. The 
primary goal is for students to become fully competent in 
teaching a subject and to acquire the skills as educators 
that they will need by having worked in the field during 
their internship.

The broad range of possibilities to specialise, the experi-
ence gained during a semester abroad, the activities in-
volving language, art, natural sciences and sport, as well 
as systematic collaboration with experienced teachers and 
qualified researchers all ensure that students are thorough-
ly prepared for living up to the challenges they will face in 
the teaching profession. A shared frame of reference with 
ten skill sets that span across all programmes and courses 
is designed to guide students during the programme and 
enables them to gauge their progress independently.

PH Luzern offers the following programmes:

3   Bachelor course Kindergarten / Lower Primary Level
The Kindergarten / Lower Primary Level course lasts 
three years and covers the knowledge and skills needed 
to teach kindergarten and all subjects in grades 1 and 2 
in primary schools.

3  Bachelor course Primary Level
The Primary Level course lasts three years and prepares 
students for eight of the ten subjects taught in grades 1 
to 6 at primary schools.

3   Bachelor’s and Master’s course Secondary Level I
Students can obtain the qualification to teach at the 
secondary level by completing a three-year Bachelor’s 
course followed by a one and a half year Master’s 
course at PH Luzern. The course covers four of the se-
condary subjects of Secondary Level 1 (grades 7 to 9).

3  Master’s course Special Education
This supplementary course is open to teachers at all 
levels and qualifies them to work in a special education 
programme. The course is currently offered on a work-
study basis and lasts three years.

3  Teaching Diploma Secondary Level II
In the subjects of history and sport PH Luzern offers 
teaching diplomas for Secondary Level II that qualify the 
holder to teach at a college or commercial school. PH 
Luzern collaborates with Lucerne University of Applied 
Sciences and Arts and University of Lucerne to offer in-
tegrated diplomas in music, visual arts and religion that 
qualify the holder to teach.

www.ausb.phlu.ch



Inspiring offers for educators,  
schools and educational organisations

PH Luzern has an innovative further education 

and in-service training centre that supports and 

accompanies educators and educational orga-

nisations in their development.

The programme, which is designed for teachers at all 
levels, education experts and leaders, facilitates the 
exchange of applied knowledge, uses a scientific ap-
proach and places a strong emphasis on personal sup-
port for teachers and students.

In-depth and specialised studies
The further education programmes of PH Luzern enable 
participants to acquire additional didactic, social and per-
sonal skills and support teachers and educators in their 
lifelong endeavours, qualifying them to hold special func-
tions in schools and educational institutions. The wide 
range of further education courses (CAS, DAS, MAS) are 
designed to accommodate the needs and requirements of 
the approximately 6,000 participants annually.

Centre for Health Promotion
The Centre for Health Promotion at PH Luzern provides 
stimuli regionally and nationally with a view to supporting 
schools in implementing sustainable health promotion 
programmes.

www.wb.phlu.ch



 ”For me, the building that thei  
 University of Lucerne andi  

 PH Luzern share is a place ofi  
 encounter where I can exchangei  

 ideas spontaneously.”.
  Gabriela HaaG, lecturer PH luzern .



Centre of Drama Education

A centre that promotes interdisciplinary 
competencies in all its activities and en-
courages aesthetic education.

The Centre of Drama Education (ZTP) at PH Lu-
zern promotes and supports aesthetic education 
with drama-pedagogical methods and carries 
out wide-ranging activities outside of PH Luzern: 
It puts on professional guest performances, sup-
ports theatre projects, manages single-day and 
weekly projects and advises project managers 
and theatre directors, teachers and students of 
PH Luzern. It also actively trains teachers, arran- 
ges annual school drama days in Lucerne and 
manages projects. Its range of offers, combined 
with many years of experience, has contribut-
ed to its excellent reputation in the region and 
beyond.

www.ztp.phlu.ch



Learning Workshop and 
Learning Laboratory

Two innovative and flexible learning 
centres that promote self-directed lear-
ning and help to make learning more 
tangible.

Learning Workshop
Several times a year, PH Luzern designs the-
matic learning environments that extend across 
disciplinary boundaries and levels. Teachers 
can reserve the Learning Workshop for sever-
al hours and bring their classes. The seminars 
and workshops offer students and teachers 
the opportunity to familiarise themselves with 
open, hands-on learning situations and develop 
innovative approaches to teaching. PH Luzern 
in turn uses the workshop to develop teaching 
and learning resources, for research purposes 
and for evaluating learning experiences.

Learning Laboratory
The Lucerne Learning Laboratory enables chil-
dren and young people to get a sense for pro-
fessional lab work and helps to keep students 
interested in the natural sciences. Teachers can 
use the Learning Laboratory with their classes 
for studying specific topics. The Learning Labora- 
tory has facilities for learning, experimenting 
and researching, and teachers can observe their 
students engaged in self-directed learning, al-
lowing them to draw conclusions for their own 
approach to teaching. Accompanying research 
into subject-related didactics is of equal im-
portance because it allows teachers to discover 
what it takes to be effective when teaching the 
natural sciences.

www.lernwelten.phlu.ch



.”At PH Luzern, I can determine  
 the main content of my  
 studies based on my abilities  
 and preferences.”.
  lisa scHmid, fourtH-semester student   

  secondary level i course PH luzern .



In-depth knowledge for further 
development of schools

Research at PH Luzern aims to expand the sci-

entific basis for teacher training and to generate 

innovative and creative thinking for the benefit 

of schools and education in general.

By inquiring into current issues in education, PH Luzern 
can secure its place as an innovator and contribute to-
ward further developments in the field of education. 
The research and development centre accepts mandates 
from public and private institutions. It is closely linked 
to teaching at PH Luzern and enables students as well 
as instructors to participate in projects. Moreover, indus-
try-relevant research and development at PH Luzern sa-
tisfies international quality standards and promotes the 
exchange of information across borders.

www.fe.phlu.ch

PH Luzern currently conducts research in four areas:

3   Institute of Pedagogical Professionalism and School 
Culture (IPS)
In order to facilitate responsible and self-directed lear-
ning by students in a rapidly changing world, it is neces-
sary to foster pedagogical professionalism in a school 
culture that promotes learning and development.

3   Institute of Teaching and Learning (ILeL)
Teaching and Learning are among the most important 
activities of a knowledge-based society. At the Institute 
of Teaching and Learning these processes are part of 
everyday life and the main subject of scientific interest.

3   Institute of Diversity in Education (ISH)
The Institute of Diversity in Education comprises an in-
terdisciplinary team that is fully competent in research, 
development and consultancy, particularly in areas 
where the differences among pupils and the diversity 
among teachers poses a major challenge for schools 
and their curriculum.

3   Centre for History Teaching & Learning and  
Memory Cultures (ZGE)
The Centre for History Teaching & Learning and Mem-
ory Cultures has a fourfold mandate: It is committed to 
training and further educating teachers at Secondary 
Levels I and II in the fields of history, history teaching, 
political education and memory cultures. With regard 
to research, the emphasis lies on enquiries into teaching, 
into learning resources and their development, as well 
as into topics relating to memory cultures. The institute 
also provides support and advice for those who teach 
history as a subject.



A centre for knowledge transfer

PH Luzern offers a diversified, client-oriented and 

innovative range of services that aim to optimise 

educational processes.

Its services include comprehensive advice, informa- 
tion and documentation that are available to students, 
teachers, administrators and other interested parties. 
They identify current trends, promote public discussion 
and make the empirical findings from PH Luzern available 
to the wider public.

www.dl.phlu.ch

3   Centre for Pedagogical Media (PMZ)
Students and teachers can visit the PMZ to study and 
borrow the full range of media available in their field. 
Its staff are constantly on the lookout for and adding 
new materials to its collection, paying close attention to 
digital as well as to analogue offers.
www.pmz.phlu.ch

3   Media Education Centre (ZEMBI)
The ZEMBI is dedicated to issues and concerns relating 
to the promotion of reading, media pedagogy as well as 
information and communication technologies used in 
teaching. It addresses the needs of teachers at all levels 
and offers comprehensive advice on questions relating 
to the use of computers, library and media pedagogy 
and the promotion of reading.
www.zembi.phlu.ch

3   Centre of Drama Education (ZTP)
The ZTP uses drama pedagogy and supports aesthetic 
education with drama-pedagogical methods. It has a 
range of offers, such as advisory services, production 
management and guest performances that expose par-
ticipants directly to theatrical forms of expression and 
enable them to develop their artistic and interpersonal 
skills.
www.ztp.phlu.ch

3   Centre of Human Rights Education (ZMRB)
The ZMRB supports schools with the integration of hu-
man rights across the curriculum, shows teachers ways 
of including relevant topics in the various subjects, and 
develops and evaluates appropriate teaching materials. It 
also conducts research in the area of human rights educa-
tion and organises the International Human Rights Forum 
Lucerne (IHRF).
www.zmrb.phlu.ch

3   Centre of Project Teaching and Management (ZIPP)
The ZIPP specialises in and serves as a think tank for 
project-based work, project-based teaching and project 
management. In the field of project management, it is 
the link between education and the business world.
www.zipp.phlu.ch

3   Centre for Conferences, Events and Publication  
Management (TEP)
The TEP supports PH Luzern as well as external part-
ners in arranging and holding events, conferences and 
seminars.
www.tep.phlu.ch

3   Psychological Advisory Office
The Psychological Advisory Office of PH Luzern, Univer-
sity of Lucerne and Lucerne University of Applied Sci-
ences and Arts is there for students, lecturers and staff 
members to offer support and advice on coping with 
stress situations and problems that arise in their work- 
ing life or outside the institution.
www.pblu.phlu.ch

3   Specialised Advice
Specialised advisers are there to help teachers with 
specific didactic issues and are responsible for further 
developing the didactic approach to the subjects. They 
identify new trends and developments and facilitate 
the dialogue on such topics within PH Luzern and with 
schools and professional partners.



 ”The further education programmesi  
 of PH Luzern enable me toi  

 stay on the ball professionally andi  
 to develop personally as well.”.

  Paul Weber, Primary scHool teacHer in lucerne i



Centre for History  
Teaching & Learning  
and Memory Cultures

This centre delves into the past in order 
to discover ways of coping more effec-
tively in the present and future.

The Centre for History Teaching & Learning and 
Memory Cultures of PH Luzern (ZGE) aims to sti-
mulate and preserve individuals’ and society’s 
awareness of the past, whereby history becomes 
a source of experience and enables enlightened 
learning about the past to be of benefit for the 
present and future. It focuses on the transfer of 
meaning in history and examines, among other 
things, the relevant processes, communication 
and teaching and learning resources in terms of 
their suitability and effectiveness. 

The centre also studies the awareness of history 
and the memory cultures of communities and so-
cieties, i.e. the ways and means with which they 
use their current understanding to process their 
past and history – what they focus their atten-
tion on, what they preserve in their memory, and 
what they forget. In doing so, the centre provides 
services for all departments of PH Luzern, from 
training and further education programmes, to re-
search projects and consultancy.

www.zge.phlu.ch



Mentoring Project

A project that opens up horizons and en-
riches the experience of all participants.

Students of PH Luzern who participate in the 
Mentoring Project will accompany primary school 
pupils from families from foreign countries and/
or with a socio-economically disadvantaged back-
ground for eight months. The mentors will join 
in their leisure activities with a view to sensiti-
sing and motivating pupils to the playful side of 
learning and promoting learning during their free 
time. For example, they will cook together, go to 
the book and toy library, visit a museum, take 
walks to the city and the forest, venture into na-
ture and do sports. The time spent together is in-
tended as a means of discovering things that were 
unknown in their daily life so far and for providing 
a glimpse into different ways of living. During the 
project, the mentors will be assisted by qualified 
project staff members.

www.ausb.phlu.ch

Cluster partnerships

Cooperation agreements that go beyond 
student exchanges.

The partner institutions of PH Luzern cooper-
ate not only with regard to physical exchanges 
of students and instructors but also share top-
ics. Every partnership also relates to a themat-
ic objective, whereby partner universities in 
the same field form a cluster. For example, all 
French-speaking partners have the content-relat-
ed aim of ”Apprendre et enseigner le français 
dans le contexte plurilingue”. The goal is to 
make the university’s partnerships available as 
a resource and to provide lecturers and students 
with access to the competencies of the partner 
universities. PH Luzern currently works with 40 
partner universities worldwide.

www.io.phlu.ch



.”I really appreciate the personal  
 contacts with lecturers and students in  
 the various departments at PH Luzern.” 
. andrea liscHer, second-semester student   

  Primary level ProGramme PH luzern  



Adult and professional education

PH Luzern uses this strategic aim as a way of 

making its expertise in pedagogy and didactics 

available for vocational and adult education in 

general.

With its aim of promoting adult and professional educa-
tion, PH Luzern addresses the fact that society’s demand 
for qualified experts with didactic skills for teaching adults 
will continue to rise in the coming years.

By expanding its activities in adult education, PH Luzern 
can make its knowledge in pedagogy and didactics broad-
ly available, particularly for vocational teaching and adult 
education. Furthermore, its training and further education 
programmes for teachers take into account the transition 
from school to working life and include offers in adult 
education that present them with interesting possibilities 
for gaining further professional qualifications.

Competence-based instruction

This aim enables PH Luzern to make an im-

portant contribution to Lehrplan 21 in German-

speaking Switzerland, which increasingly calls 

for schools to teach a defined set of compe-

tence-based skills.

Modern instructional theory is moving away from topics 
and content-based learning but instead is emphasising 
competence-based skills – in schools as well as in training 
and further education for the teachers. The central ques- 
tion, however, remains as to which competencies a  
student should develop at a particular time in his or her 
school career. 

Interdisciplinary teams help  
to develop PH Luzern further

PH Luzern intends to pursue four strategic development 
aims from 2013 until 2017:

3   Adult and professional education
3   Competence-based instruction
3   Didactic studies and research in the fields of natural and 

social sciences
3   Heterogeneity and integration in schools

The strategic development aims are mutually inclusive in 
their focus and involve four interdisciplinary teams, each 
of which is tasked with one of the aims: analysing current 
activities and devising new ones for the development aim 
in question.



A scientific understanding of the theoretical and empirical 
principles of competence-based teaching is an important 
starting point for work in connection with this particu-
lar development aim. Such an approach also calls for a 
thorough discussion of the possibilities and limitations of 
competence-based teaching, its role in curricula and the 
effect it has on didactic traditions. In this regard, PH Luzern 
reviews its own practice in connection with competence-
based teaching by developing it further and critically evalu- 
ating current research on this approach in schools and 
universities. It works closely with the Department of Edu-
cation to introduce Lehrplan 21 in the Canton of Lucerne.

Didactic studies and research in the fields of natural 
and social sciences

With this aim, PH Luzern intends to promote 

and further enquire into the content and di-

dactic aspects of teaching and learning in the 

field of natural and social sciences.

The connection between content and didactics in teaching 
and learning is what distinguishes universities of teacher 
education from other institutes. While universities are 
specifically focused on the pedagogic and psychological 
aspects of teaching and learning in specific disciplines, 
the universities of teacher education are concerned with 
the three dimensions of content, didactics and the role 
of teaching and learning as seen from the perspective of 
educators and social scientists.

This particular development aim serves to imple-
ment measures to strengthen didactics in teaching and  
research by emphasising, in particular, the topic of  
nature, people and society. PH Luzern has already  
created a Centre for History Teaching & Learning and 
Memory Cultures and plans to establish an additional  
aim in the natural sciences.

Heterogeneity and integration in schools

PH Luzern has a wide range of competencies 

relating to heterogeneity and integration. The 

aim here is to aggregate these competencies 

and make them available externally.

Diversity among pupils is a major challenge for schools 
and instructors and is primarily the result of differences in 
age, gender, socio-economic background, cultural origin,  
religion and ability. This diversity calls for a matching  
diversity in instruction so that teaching and teacher  
education can satisfy the need for knowledge by society 
and individuals. But diversity also calls for integration. 
Schools are thus challenged to create environments in 
which diversity and differences have an enriching and 
cohesive effect on society.

This particular development aim is designed to address 
these challenges, paying particular attention to the 
transfer of theory into practice. This enables elementary 
schools to develop programmes on heterogeneity, integ-
ration and inclusion and to take its current programmes a 
step further. New research projects and further education 
courses are launched wherever there are gaps in basic 
knowledge, in which case diversified teams of PH Luzern 
staff and elementary school teachers participate in the 
design of the projects.



Management Structure

Locations

Rectorate

Prorectorate Administration 

Prorectorate  
further  
education

Prorectorate  
research and 
development

Prorectorate  
services

Prorectorate  
basic teacher 
training

Support services
3   Communication and  

marketing
3   Equal opportunity
3   Cooperation within the 

university hub of central 
Switzerland

Support services 

3   University development  
and quality management

3   International relations,  
mobility and cooperation

Support services  

3   Personnel
3   Finance and controlling
3   ICT
3   Infrastructure
3   Building management
3   Law

1 Pfistergasse 20

2  Uni/PH building, 
 Frohburgstrasse 3

3  Sentimatt 1

4  Töpferstrasse 10

5  Löwengraben 14

6  Museggstrasse 22

7  Altes Zeughaus, Museggstrasse 37

8  Bellerivestrasse 19

9  Sports hall Allmend
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